ISU A-2

Consent
MEMORANDUM
To: Board of Regents
From: Board Office
Date: April 10, 2000

Subject: Post-Audit Report for the Undergraduate Major (B.A. and B.S. degrees) in
Women's Studies at lowa State University

Recommended Action:

Refer the Post Audit Report to the Board Office and the Interinstitutional Committee on
Educational Coordination for review and recommendation.

Executive Summary:

Regent policy (Procedural Guide, 8§ 6.07) requires that a post-audit report be prepared
for each new program five years after initial approval by the Board to (1) assess its
progress during the five-year time period, and (2) ensure that the program is meeting
original expectations. The program included today was presented for approval to the
Board in 1995. The program appears to meet expectations which were defined at the
time of its initial approval. The report will be reviewed by the Interinstitutional
Committee on Educational Coordination and the Board Office and the results of these
reviews will be reported next month.

This report addresses the following Key Result Areas (KRAs) and Objectives which are
included in the Board's Strategic Plan:

KRA 1.0.0.0 Become the best public education enterprise in the United States.
Objective 1.1.0.0 Improve the quality of existing and newly created educational
programs.

KRA 2.0.0.0 Provide access to educational, research, and service opportunities within
the missions of the Regent institutions.
Objective 2.2.0.0 Evaluate annually and, where appropriate, make
recommendations to meet relevant educational and service
needs of the state.
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KRA 4.0.0.0 Meet the objectives of the Board and institutional strategic plans and
provide effective stewardship of the institutions' state, federal, and private
resources.

Objective 4.2.0.0 Improve the operational effectiveness and efficiency of the
institutions.

Objective 4.4.0.0 Strengthen public understanding and confidence in the Board
of Regents, its governance authority, and the programs and
services of the institutions wunder its jurisdiction by
measurable indicators of legislative outcomes and public
support to be annually reported to the Board.

Background:

In 1995, lowa State University received approval to implement an Undergraduate Major
(B.A. and B.S. degrees) in Women's Studies in the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences. This program was designed to provide an interdisciplinary, integrated
program of study that combines knowledge about women and gender from a wide range
of disciplines in the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences. The program,
which has a strong emphasis on U.S. diversity and internationalization, serves to
broaden students' vision of human experience in the best tradition of the liberal arts and
sciences.

Analysis:

A preliminary review of the Post-Audit Report indicates that the program appears to
meet the Board's criteria for Post-Audit Review. Following referral by the Board, a
comprehensive review of the report will be undertaken by the Interinstitutional
Committee on Educational Coordination and the Board Office.

Attached are the responses to the Board of Regents Post-Audit Review questions.

Approved:
Diana Gonzalez Frank J. Stork

04/10/00@3:37 PM
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DATE: April 200
TG: Board of Regents, State of Iowa

FROM; fowa State University

ACTION REQUESTED:  Acceprance of the post-auwdit veport for the Unelerpraduate Mejor
. in Woren's Studies in the College of Liberal Ans and Sciences at

Towea Stawe Ulmversaty.

The post-audit repoet for the Undergraduate Maer (B.A. and B3, degree) in Women's Studics -
bas been approved by the Faculty Senate Curricuium Committee a3 well a5 by the Dean of the
Collese of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Frovost. The report concludes that the progeam is
meaatng e ohjectives for which it was created. The program sarves to broaden students’ vision of
hurnan experience in the best tradition of the liberal ants and sciences. Furthermore, the existence
of the program ig an integral pant of the university’s effort 1o meet its multicultural and

interdisciplinacy goals.

Bazed on the review, the university faoalty and administration recommend that the program be
given full agpraval for continuation. '
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December 17;, 199<

TO:  LAS Curdcuiumn Cormmittee
FROM: Jill M. Bystydzienski, 3{*"‘ &
Direetor

Women's Studies Program

RE: Regents Post-Audit Review of the ;
Woren's Studies dMajor '

The Womer's Studiss Major. was approved by the Representative Assembly of the
Coliege of Liberal Arts and Sciences in Apiil 1994 and by the Board of Regents in the
Fall of 1995, Students who have panicipated in the progtam 25 (ajors and the faculty
b have been teaching the core and cross-listed Women's Studies courses have found

the expetience to be highly rewarding and eneraizing.

For me, a5 the pew directer of the program, the existence of the dajor has provided 4
focal point for bringing together faculty fem threughont the waiversity to discuss and e
review the curiculum aod directions for the progam. Since the Major allows o the f‘; i
development of & rigorous and integrated program of study, itacts as a catalyst for faeudty
development, the creation of new course offerings, and the invobvernent of graduatc
studenes. Having the Major already in place has made it possiblc for me to gain the
sunport of aboue 30 faculty merbers from at least 1% departrments and almest all the
colleges in the wniversity. Thers is incregsed intercst by the faculty in teaching Women's
Srudies courses, in daing ressarch on women and gender, and in participating in Women's
Sindies seminars, conferences and disewssions.

. The Major bas allowed the Wormen's Studies Frogram to expand its course offerings and
impact on campus. Hecausc the Women's Stadies Frogram did not acquire & futl-time
dirgctor until last year, the major did nat have the visibility on carmpus that it needed ta
draw 2 substantis] nurmber of students, Alhough the yumber of the majors js still sroall,
hundreds of pot-majors take the core courses and generally repoct high tevels of
satiefaction. Since 2 puraber of the core cpurses have 1.5, diversity and intemmat tonal
content, many students are exposed ko topics that hroaden (heir views of hemanity and

global (ssues.

The Ivajor is an inteprat component of the Women's Studies Program at IST1. I bebieve
that its atatus is healthy and it has moade serfous and positive contributions to the College
off.iberal Ares and Sciences and the University.
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New Program Approval Procedures
(Curricalum, Mefor, Minor, Degree)

Regants Post-Audif Review Questions

Program Title: _ Wornen's Studies Underzradoate HMajor
Ad mlnlstr:l.h.ve Tinit: Women's Smdies Program - Cross Pisciplinary Studies
Coilege: Liberal Arts & Sciences

Jxtroduction
Indicate how the progra has met the educational and cumitular needs of students, other units in

the upiversity, the state, and natien. [f appropriate, discwss how the program interacts with
relared programs/units within the university, ather ipstitations, mdustr;r,l oovermment, andfor

cidzens of Towa.

The Women's Stadies iafor provides an interdiscipiinary, integrated program of study that
combines knowledge about women and gender from a wide range of disciplines in the
humenities, social sciences, and the namral seisnces. [n doing sa, i meets the goal of the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences and Iowa State University of inlegrating separaes parts of leamipg
and demonstrating the conpectedness betargen vanious diseiplines and methods of smdy. The
program allows stedents to combine 2¢ least five from among eight core courses with a minimum
of fiva from among more than twanty-five cross-[isted courses that have originatzd in mors than
fifteen diffarant departments throughout the wniversity. The Major also provides a strong
smphasis on U.3. diversity and intemationalization. Several of the courses required for the Major

have U5, diversity and intevnational designations, The Program serves o broaden students’
vision of human experience in the best waditton of the libecal arte and sciences and Increases

amploymant as well as graduate school opportunities by providing students with eritical aad
analytical skills that prepare them for entry (nto 2 wide varicty of fields afeer graduation,

1. Program Availability

2 [s this prograsm now available in ather Regent universitics of in atisc cnlleges and
wniversiies in lowsa?

This program s not available in other Regent universities nor in other collzges and
wnivarsicies in Iows, While minors in Women's Sdrr;dj.es-h been implementad iy several

Towa institutions of lngher learning, and- M}nﬂual inajormmay be taken aca few of the
instinetions, this it currently the onfy formal undergraduate major prograen in the state of |

{owa.

b. Ifzo, has the availability of other similar programs changed in the bast five years? Do
existing progams in lowa have the capacity to mest student ¢emand and the damand for
oraduates? Mot applicable
What are the simijarities and differences among programs in this general ares at Jowa

? institutions? What distinguishes this program from similar programs at ether lowa
tnstitutions? MNet applicable
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4 What interactions are there betwesn this orogram and similar programs at other Towa Page 6
institutions?

[ October of 1999, the Waormen's Swudies Program at 13U hested a mesting of Women's Siudies
pragrams in Jowe. Representatives of five institutions of higher learing (University of [owa,
Northern lowa Univarsity, Erake Usivessity, Luther College, and 3t Ambrose Cotlage) as well
a5 15T, agtended the meeting and decided to continue 30 mest and to share information. One
gureome af this insreased sontact and conperstion is that Wormen's Smudics majors at [31T will
have more information régarding the graduate Women's Srudies programs at University of Iowa
and Mogthern lowa University, and for zome the majoc at B30 will become an avenus for entranse

into thqse pPrograms.

. Enrollment

1

a. Lrrolinent
Provide the zctual fall semester enroliment in the program fior the [ast four years and the

current year, and ¢stimate eneollment Foe the next three years.

Year Year Year Year Current Year Tear YWear
: 1 2 3 4 Yeaxr & 7 &
I3 Total majors i program o &8 98 X 12 15 1& 22
(Fall seneser enecdlmcnt) .
21 Mon-major enrellment in
PIOETAL COUTSES [falt = spring ) 3

« Coare Courses 412 333 360 376 323 420 430 495
Cross-Listed Courses 740 783 793 20% B31 860 agn 13 L
Totais: 1152 1180 1153 125 1244 1280 (350G 1400

3y Eztimate the number of [owa residents and the number of intemational stadents whe
have enrolled in the progzam {by percantags of total number of declaced M| OT5)
20% Yown residents, 10% International Studenis

4] If the aotual anrollment figures for the last four years differ markedly from those
prajestad in the otigingl program nroposal, indicats the facters, which may have led 10

the disparity.

The corollment figures projected for Women’s Smdies majors in the Propesal for Women's
Smdies Major fAmsust, 1993) differ from the actual figurss. The proposal projected that by yeer
1997-4% there would ba 15-20 majors. However, cierently thees ave 12 majos and thizis a
substantial inerease over last year when there were only 7. This dispacity can be explained mainly
by the fact that the Wornen's Snudies Program did not have the leadearship or the resourocs 10

© promots the new major until the fall of 1998 whena full-time ditector was hired. Between 1954
and 1908 much of the attention of the Women's Studies chair was devoted to maintaining the
program on a tiny budget and maldng a case for a ful)-time director. The program was essentially
ey ol umtil the nevy director was fired and assusned daties o the f2il of I595. As inglicated,
the purber of majors bas increased, as has sencral enrollment in the Women's Studies core and
cross-tisted courses. The number of minoss alse has increased stgnificantly 1 the last two yoars,

a
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from about 13 1o 30, Since most of the current majors are fotnear Womern's Studies mmnors, me -
avawing munber of minors is an indicator that the majors’ numbers ara likely to increase in te

{‘_‘f: firture. Alse, during the last two academic years, incoming students have started to deglare the
~ Women's Studies major.
b. Dropouis

1] How many “dropauts™ can be identified for this program over the Jast five years?
[Consider “dropouts™ in this cantext to be only those smdencs who voluntanly lefi the

program.] :
Vear Year Year Year Cuepent
i 2 3 1 Year

k. 51 a1 2

2y What reasons were given by “dropouts” for leaving the program?
Personal; worelated to program

3. Craduation H.i?.d Plicement Information

3, Indicate the num!:;er of g:aduates af the program each of the previcus four years and
estimate the puenber that will complets the program this year and each of the next three

YEATS.

Year 1 0 Current Year 2
Year? it Year & 3
Yeard 3 Year 7 5
Year 4 2 Yaar & 7

b, Tao what extent have graduates been successful with respect to eentificarion andfor
licensurs (if applicable)? Not applicable
¢, Fstimate placement of program graduates for each of the past five years (by percentage of

tokal graduates for each year).
n, Year Teay Year Year  Current
RV 1 2 3 4 Year
{Q A f:' Further study in graduate or
{\‘ o prefessicnal school 2 1
FORVEEN Employed in field or related field 1 2 !
'_":}H- Employed in aen-related fisld
fjjr\‘:;‘* ' Unempleyed

w~ [nknown

d. To what extent have graduates been successful in obtaining the preferved first job?

nknown )
. Indicats the employment (placement) expedences of the graduates of the program.

e FPlease see attnched letters

4, Accreditation Efatws
Iz am accreditation procass available in this field of sady? I so, what is the aceraditation

e atatus of the program? No
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Cutline the previous and current FTE staffing of the orogram and sstimage fature stafiing
needs for the next thres years. ' -
[
YVear Year Year Year Currem “ear TYear Year
i 2 3 ) Y ear ) T ]
Fasulry 05 05 03 635 g L5 15 18
CFraduate Assistants* — — - === ~— aum
— — 0.3 .00 i 1 |

Other Staff

(Directos & Pragram Assisanl]

i ﬂdi:innﬁ appaintmeals heczuss of the majos peyoed pvn full-icie greduare sppdent essisianes for WE200.
HOTS; Eaculny, Disectt, 4nd Proprain Assisiant wae nor gddad salcly due ta ke majar bue for s devebapmeat af (e 2nline podgrum,

§. LExpenditures :
Chtiize the inereases in expendinires that regulted from adpption of this program, 2= welk

as astimate the inereases which will oceur over 1he next by years. [lncreased expandimures
abould be included only if the costs wers incumed in order to suppart this progratn
specifically, For example, if no pew Facubty positions were assigned to'this program there has
been a 30 nerease in faculbty oot ]

Year ¥ rar Year Year urrant Year Year
1 = E! d Year B T
Facuity 514 500+ D 0 a a £15.000" 0 i
LS
p -
Greduate Assistants \ 1 : E 0 o o

Cicher Staff (Direcioc &

Pragam Assisknol) C B g o sag 1y ¢ 0 & O
Generd] Exprnse '

{Excluding somsputer umc} ) b 0 53 500%* 0 0 1]
Equipment 0 3 a o
Libraty Bezourses o 8 a 5 o :

Space Mecds fame & ot

of new fpads andfer

remodeled Spdce) 4] 1] i {1 ] 1] i
Camputer Lz o 6 q o o
Other Rasources

iplcass exoploing : o L] 1 0 g ) o_
TOTAL 518,500 1] a_- 249 658 | £19.000 1]

+*These positions were rzor added zalely beeause of the majoe, .
xrpe third of supplics and services budget for Eaculty Deielopment; feculty and seudent retreat; pukliciry e

»  [hagor

7. 1 the actual staifing or expenditure figures for the last four years difier markedly from
those projected in the eriginal proposal, explain the disp arity. Mot Applicable

.4
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3. Supporting Materiais

The responses to the varjous subsections of this portion of the questionnatre are irended to
provide doctumentation concerming the ouality of the program undeegeing teview. For
gradirate programs, decwnentation related to boch the quality and quantity of research
assonizied with the program should be incloded. The follawing materials ars provided:

. &, A copy of the final version of the proposal for the program as approved for submission to
the Board of Regents (from five years age).
% Materials from current students and graduates that document the qualicy of the program,

interest in the program and need for the program.
o daterizls from gther units within ISU and from other instigutions decwnenting their

support for this prograom. .
d  Other suppaorting materials.
Program Brochure

Tawsletter
snnuzl Report for the Women's Studies Prograra -- [998/99

=
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Proposal for Women's Studies Major
[owa State Lniverstty r:*"'
August 2, 1953 3

e

Ravised and resubmitted :
to the Liberal Arts and Sciences College Curriculum Commirtes
February 17, 1994

Proposed Program

dajor in Women's Studtes

Proposed Degree

Bachelor of Arts/Sdence in Women's Shuedies

. Summary

The Women's Studies Program Committee of the College of Libaral Asts and

Sciences proposes to estabiish an official underpraduate major in Women's Studies

at fowa State University, to take effect as soon as possible, but no later than the 19253

1997 catalog. . The proposed major will be established on the basis of the existing

courses, staff, and other resources, As an interdisciplinary feld, Women's Studies .
fulfifle the mission of lowa State University, and a major in Women's Studies is Q-
consistent with the goals establisled by the strategic plan the Cellege of Liberal Arts

and Sciences drafted in the fall of 1390

Women's Studies can be defined as the crifical and scholarly pursuit of knowledge
about waomen from a muelticuitural and interdisciplinary ferminist perspective, A&
ferninist perspective denotes the application of acadernic feminist theory about
women and gender ta teaching and research in the traditional disciplines and across
disciplinary boundaries. Omne of the maost promising strengths of Women's Studies
is its intent and ability to provide fresh perspectives con the lives and

. accomplishments of wormen intermationally and qross-culturally.

I1. Background and Meed

The Mission of the University

According to the vision statement adapted by the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences {(9/17/90), "we must consciously work to integTate the separate parts of
learning, to show that the various fields of study are related and to show how
differing methods of study are closely connected.” Women's Studies Fulfills this
migsion due to its paradigmatic nature of integrated learning. Moreowvar, “the
gravest tisk in compartmentalized programs is that students {following the example
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of their teachersy will see the choice of a major as a selection of a method of

learning, and feel freed from the obligatian to absorb other approaches and subjects”
(p. 50 The interdisciplinary nature of Women's Stedies courses diminishes this sk
of compartmentalization by addressing the full range of the humanities, arts, and
sciences. As a sale major, Women's Studies introduces students simuttanecusly to
a subject matter and to a related set of perspectives from which to view all possible

subject makters,
A Brief History of Wemen's Studies at Iowa State University

The discipline of Women's Shudies is well established nationally, and Iowa State
University, with its own twenty-year history of Women's Studies, hag itself long
participated in the development of the discpline (see Appendix B for a brief
description of the history of the Women's Studies program ae I51T), Since 1973,
when the first Women's s Sredies course was offered at ISU, core course afferings
have expanded from one intraductory course (WS 201) to seven core courses (WS

201, 201, 350X, 401, 450, 430, and 530].

In addition, about 15 cross-listed courses in Women's Studies have now heen
developed at Iowa State University in art history, dassizal studies, economics,
engineering, English, French, history, physical education,. political scence,
psychology, sociolegy, and zaology. This curricular expansion across our institution
is evidence of the hign interest in cultivating a part of human knowledge that had
baen ignored for centuries in the academy.

There has been a consistent and increasing local demand for Women's Studies at
lowa State Universiey. It i, therefore, time to take the next logical step: establishing
a formal major. Establishment of an official major will further acknowledge that
Women's Studigs has matured as a valid and significant academic discipline.

High Demand for Women's Studies Courses

. Student interest in Wornen's Studies courses has been high, as is svidenced by the
enrollment tigures in the past six years. Duing the academic years batween 1987
and 1993, Women's Studies core courses have besn completed by 2,112 students, and
cross-listed courses have enrolled 5,333 students, wotaling 7,446 registrations, an
average of 1,241 registrations per year. dMeanwhile, however, the Women's Studies
Program has been unable to accommeadate a significant part of the enrolltment
demand. W3 201, Intreduction to Women's Studies, alone, for example, has had
2,711 unpmet requests in the last four years, an average of 677 per year. This high
demand on Women's Studies courses provides ane justification for the need to
expand the Women's Studies Program.

':Ilu
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Mew Coursas Developing in Women's Studies

Waomern's Studies will be available as 2 sole major (with a minor) or as one of two
LAS majors in a student’s program of study; alternatively, it can be chosen as part of
a double degres ko enhance the education availzble to students in other colleges

such as Design, Education, Engineering, and Business. As the qurriculum develops,
maore coursas from these colleges will likely be cross-listed with Women's Studies,
offering a reswamnination and reinterpretation of information regarding women in
both tradifonally ferminine and masculine fefds,

This is 2 realistic expectation since in the past three years the following new courses
havg been developad: Women in Science and Engineering (Zool/WS 283X}, Histary
of Women in Science, dMedicine, and Technology (Flist/WS 380X), Women in Art
{Art F/ WS 394,/504), Gender Issues in the History of American Education {H P C
£02), and African American Women (WS/AF AN St 350%).

The astablishoent of a formal major will encourage students to link these courses,
and others that will surely develop, inta a coherent program of study. The
adventure af tearhing and research in a long neglected, bub universally intriguing
arez has stimulated both faculby and students througheut the university to explore
this exciting new feminist perspective on the traditional disciplines. As the study of
women and gender In the natural sciences and in enginearing matures as an ;
academic discipiine, we can envislon an expanded programmatic role for this sub-
field--for example, the inchusion of a sclence/engineering distribution requirement
it the major.

II1. Program Goals

Among the explicit objectives of the curriculum are the following:

. * To impart information about the construection of gender and the female
experfence often missing from the university curriculum (e.g. in history,
literatiire, peychalogy, economics, sodolegy, philosophy, anthropology,
potitical scence);

» To provide an analysis and critique of the content and methodologies of
academic disciplines; '

+ To teach the theories and methodotogies of Women's Studies and provide
ample practice in employiag them; and

+ To emphasize the continuum of feminist perspectives in their cubtural
contexks,

In a broader sense, the mission of Women's Studies is to promate among the
students an understanding of gender as a pervasive sodal constucion which
refletts and determines differentials of power and opportunity in the hurmnan
omInLaLty,
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IV, Description of the Program

The Unit

The Waomen's Studies program at Ipwa State University is one of six cross-
disciplinary programs under the leadership of Zora Fimmerman, Associate Dean of
the Coliege of Liberal Arts and Sciences. It is funded by the LAS College and
adrinjstered by the Women's Studies Program Committes Chaiy (currently Eathy
Hickol, Associate Professor of Englishy in consultation with the Wamen's Shadies
Program Committes, whose regular faculty members are named by the Dean. The
Women's Studies Programn Committes consists of current teaching faculty
{including graduate reaching assistants), other faculty whose research interests are in
Wornen's Studies, and graduate and undergraduate students.

The Major

Women's Studies will be an interdisdplinary major, balancing a core of theoretical
and .preparatory courses ak the sophdmare, junior, and senior levels with a
complemnent of cross-listed and related courses from a variety of acadermnic
departments and disdptines, By complying with the reguirements in the Coliege of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, students may earn either 1 Bachelor of Arvts or a Bachelor
cf Science in Wormnen's Studies. Stadents will be required to select either a minor or
a secand major in addition to the major In Women's Studies. (4 chart of the
curticulum and degree program requirements is presented in Table 1. below.)

Curriculum Eequirements

The major consists of established courses in Women's Studies and in the

disciplines. As new courses arg developed i the disciplines, they will be added to
the major as cholces in the cross-listed courses section of the degree program. The
anly new Waomen’s Studies core courses anticipated, the senior practiqum and the
senigr thesis, are independent studies rather than contact hour classes; the burden

Jfor these courses will fall an the Women's Studies faculty, but not on the

university's budget.

The major requires a minimum of 36 credits in Women's Studies courses or
appropriate related ¢ourses. These 36 credits must include:

a. [2 credits chosen from Women's Studies core courses: WS 201, WS 301, WS
250X, WS 401, and WS 430;

b. either WS 491 or WS 4%9 (but not both); -

<. 15 edits chosen from the approved list of coss-listed coursaes; an

- t. no more than 6 cradits of WS 490,
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In addifion to Women's Stdies courses, a maximurn of 9 hours of refated courses

may be used to mest the 36-credit requirement. At baast & cradits of cross-listed or

sglated courses must be in the hurnanities, and at least & in the sodal sdences.

Courses that fulfill the social science requirement are marked on Table 1, The

Curricuelum in the Wamen's Studies Major, with an aaterisk. Al other crass-listed
" or related courses are considersd humpanities exeapt Zool/W5 255 and 383X

The Liberzl Arts and Sciences interdisciplinary Studies major, in which Women's
Studies majors custently must encoll, has been used as the model for the proposed
Women's Studigs major. Following this modsl, a student seeking the B.A. degree
in Women's Studies may be required to earn cradit for an additional two sernesters
of a forelgn language at the college lavel beyond the minimu’ foreign language
requirement. A student seeking the B.S. degree may be required to sam credit in
pither Math 160 or Stat 101, 104, ar 105 and to complete & two-semester sequence n
the natural seiences, including a ¢ourse with a Iabﬂratbr}r c-::umpcnnentl (Please refer i
pages 233-254 of the 1903-95 catalog, where requirements for the Interdisciplinary
Studies major are outlined.)

Patterning on the Interdisciplinary Studies major, the Women's Studies major will
be expected to select at least ane half of the rourses in the major from degres-
offering departments within the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, covering at
least two ditferent disciplings, and to eamn a grade of C or better in 15 credits at the
300 level ¢r higher in the major in courses taken at lowa State Unéversity, Afl the
usual LAS College requirements must, of course, be satisfied for either degree,
including the English profidency requirement,

Role of Core Courses in Fhe Curziculom

Wormen's Stedies 201 provides beginning students with an overview of the
discipline and introduces the most basic concapts, definitions, methodelogies, etc. of

ferninist schalarship-

Women's Studies 301 is intended to destabilize the idea of gender as a natural rather

than cultural phenomenon by comparing gender roles and customs In differant
cultures; addidenally, it shoufd give students a global, or international, perspective
on women and develop students’ skills m eross-cultural communication and

theory.

Women's Studies 350X focuses on African American Women specifically, and, with
301, i3 part of our effort to diversity our curriculum. Mote that all majors will take

one or the other of these two CoUrses.

WS 401 is an advanced course exploring diverse academic feminist thearies ant
feminist philosophies s these apply to current and historicat social conditions.
Students who intend to teach, attend graduate school, or conduct research
particwlarly beneafit from this course.

-
v
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WS 450 is a senior seminar with changing content; here we expect intensive
exploration of a subject not regularly offered elsewhere in our curriculem: eg,
Women and War, Waomnen and Religion, Women and the Law,

The choice of either a practicumn, W5 491, or a senior thesis, W5 499, will allow
students oriented toward activism and planning a particular career after graduation
ko gain useful work experience and to study gender in the workplace, while students
ariented toward research can work closely with a faculty member to develop and
prepare a formal academic essay on the student's praferred subject.

Table 1.  Curmdculum in the Women's Stadies bajor; 38 credits minimum -

{ourse iMame Sernester af oifering Credilz
Core Courses: : 1417
Introdugtion to Weomen's Shedies (W3S 201) F525 3
Gender and Cultyre (W5 201} ) E 3
African American Wormen (W3 35IX) 5 k!
Feminist Theory (W 401} 5 3
Topict in Women's Studics (WE 450 F5 3
Senior Practicumn (WS 451) ' F558 "2
Senigr Thesis (W5 409} ' ' F5&5 2
Cross-Tisted Coweses: 13m2l
Hurenan Beprodusthon (ool SW3 2348 & ' T3
“Saw and Cender in Socdely (Soc/ WS 327} F535 3
Introdugtion o Wormen's Literabure (Eogl /¥ 5 3400 Fas5s 3
Wamen, tden and the English Language (Engl /WS 341 5 1
Women and Literature: Selected Tapics (Engl /WS 345) T k!
*Paychology of Women (Psych/ WS 3463 5 3
French Litgrature in Trapslation (Fe/W3S 370} F a
Women in Classteal Antiguity {CL3T/WS5 374) 5 3
Women in Science and Engineering {Faol/ WS 3332) F 3
Histgry of Wornen in Zoience, Technology, & Medicine (Hist/ WS 380K S 3
“Women in Politics (Tal Se/WS 3855 5 k)
tlistory of Women in Armenica (Hist, WS 285) F 3
Womern in Art (An H/ WS 35%4) 555 3
*Evonomics of Disciminatan (Foon, WS 446 F 3
Independent Study (W5 4901 Qtod
Relaved Courses: : Qe
Courses such as the followimg may be used in the major when topies are appropriate:
Gender and Commumication (Sp Com 323X F 3
Minority Literatuces (Engl 34%) 3 3
wpanish Literature in English Translation (Span 370) 5 k)
“Women and [mpecalism (Hist 385X) 3 3
Tepies in Filon (Engl 4072 5 3
F35 3

Seminar in Religiaus Studies (Rel 463 or 475)
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Graduate Courtes:
The fgllawing graduate level eourses are open to qualified undergrmduates by the permission of the
instruetor and may be used as crosslisted or related ceurses in an undargraduae major

“Cender Roles and Spert (Phys EdS WS 7231 & 55 3

“Zaciolegy of Cender (Soc/ WS 528 v 3

Eudies in Wiemen's Literatura (Ergl TS 343) 3 k3

Serminar |n Engllsh Literature (Engl W5 5374) Fs5 4

*Swechal Topics In Scainlogy of Gander (Soc 5%) ' 33 k!
V. Benefits

Fulfilling the Cellege and University dMission

Wornen's Stuclies iy central to the University's mission and to the principles of land
grant univerzities i many ways. We strive 1o nstill i our students the
discernment, intellectual curiosity, knowledze and skills essental bor their
individual development and their useful contribution to soclety. Women's Studies
courses are centered qn an understanding of humane and ethical values, and an
awarenaess of the inteliertual, historical, and artistic foundations of Western culture;
more and more, we are incorporagng materials that provide students with a
sensitivity to ather cultures and to international concerns as well. In the best
tradiion of the liberal arts and sdences, Women's Studies offars students a broad
and balanced vision of human experiences. The interdisciplinary nature of the field
helps students integrate the diverse components of their education.

Enhancing Intellectual Growth

As stated earlier, Womén's Studies will lead shudenis to the understanding of
gender a5 a pervasive sodal construction, reflecting and determining differentials of
power and opportunity in the human community. Women's Srudies expands and
revises the current body of information about women's experiences, defines and
analyzes the historical constructions of gender and the devajuations of women, and
" systernatically reexamines the ways in which these have affected hueman knowledge,
As a consequence of this reexamination, our knowledge about men's experiences is
also reassessed. Women's Studies also presents the complex ways race, ethnicity,
ragion of residence, and social elass contribute to the sacial comstruction of gender.
The mullgissiplinary and multicuftural approach characteristic of Women's
Studies enhances students' understanding of diverse cultural groups and increases
their sensitivity to people of other cultures,

Contrbuting to the Academic Strengths of [5U

The,proposed Women's Studies major is comparable to degree programs available
at educational institutions throughout the United States, and regionally, including
the University of Minnesota, the University of Wisconsin at Madisen, the
University of Kansas, the University of Nebraska, the University of Michigan at
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Ann Arbor, dankalo State University, Bowling Green State University, and
Antioch College. At present, no bachelor's degree in Women's Stedies is offered in
the state of lowa except through other progeams (individual major, elected studies,
general studies, ete.). As Iowa State demonstrates increasing concern with, and
attenton to, cudtural pluralism throughout higher sducation, a formalized
Women's Studies major would be the prototype for organizing academic nquiry in

the twenty-first century.

Broadening Students' Visions

At the rool, the Women's Studies major offers a philesophical vitality that
encourages infellectual cridque and analysis. Women's Studies majors will be
exposed to a variety of materials and disdplinary methodologies, while at the same
time maintaining and practicing a coherent scholarly and eritical perspective in the |
Women's Studies core gourses. Students majoring in Women's Stedies will loawe
the program with a broad and balanced wision of human experiencs, in the best
tradidons of the liberal arts and social sctences.

Inergasing Employment Opportunities

The interdisciplinary approach of the program goes beyond simply making
methodological ¢connections among the disciplines; it also teaches dialectical
thinking that emphasizes intellactual connections of many kinds. This
interdiscipiinary structure and the commitment to critical and anabytieal skills will
prepare students to enter a variety of fields after graduation. These include:
graduate school in the scences or humanities, law school, social work, business,

government, politics, and publishing.

Preparation in Women's Studies is often an announced qualification for
employment in certain Aelds: for example, teaching or administrative positions in
public education; programming and managerial positions with agencas, businesses,
prajects and governmental offices devobed o serving the needs of women; public
relations and media management positions in business and industry. Certainly, a
double major in Women's Studies will be helpful bo professionals in a variety of
Helds. A student with a scle major in Women's Studies will be provided with
excellent waining in human relations, critcal analysis and leadership.

V. Staff

Twenty-five full-time tenure-line Iowa State faculty members consider themselves

Women's Studies faculty (though none are offidally listed as such becauss there ars
no totally independent Women's Studies budgeted faculty lines). Areas of expertize
within the Women’s Studies faculry include:

':Ilur
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a Women and Curopgan Politics—Lee Ann Banaszak

o Women In the Higtory of Science and Technology--Amy Bix

a Wamen and Comady and Contemporary Women Playwrights—Susan Carlson
o American Womar Writers, ssp. Joyce Carpl Oates, and Maternal Subfectivities—

Brenda Daly

@ Political Sociotogy of Greek Women and Images of Women in the KEK—DBetty
Bobratz _

a Mineteenth-Cenlury Americen Women Writers--dary Helen Dunlap

o Wonten [n Science and Engineering--Eugenia Foarvar

o Peychology of Wanren--Meg Gerrard

Q Gender and Cammunicabion—Margaret Graham

o Wemen in Clsgical Antiquily—bdladeleine Henry

o Mineicenth Cenfury British Women Poets, Leshian f.atmfyrg, and Africen-
American Women Writers—Fathy Hickok

o Women in MNimeteenth Century Fremeh Literature—Iidarie Lathers

o Wormen and the Law--Barbara Mack

Q Gerder and Sport—=Sharon Mathes

0 Economics af Dizcrimination—Peter Malttila

o Women in Art, History--Jeoraldean MeClain

o Women and Modernism-INina Miller

o Gender and Polthos--Enie Plutzer

o Gender and Fiflm and Susen Somigg—ULee Poagute

o Impact of Feminist Research on the Academy and History ﬂf African- -American
Weomen—Christie Pope

o Cender ond Reader Kesponses to Literafure and Women's Studies and
Computing—Rosanne Potter

o Women and Liberationist Struggles in Zimbahwe--5ita Ranchod-Nilsson

o Women in the Black Church—Ddary Sawyer

o History of Woemen in Jowa—Darathy Schweider

o Gender and Langwage--Robarta Vann -

Feminist scholarship can inglude the following types of scholarky works: (1) works
whose primary focus is on women, treating wamen as a subject of Inquiry of
inherent interest, (2} works E:r:amining a queston from a feminist thestetcal
"perspective, {3) works which examine the impact of gender upon the episternalogy,
raradigms, methodologies, research topics and /or data of a given discipline, (4)
works which uncover previously unknown or reglected contributions by women to
any aspect of the humar endeavor, and (5 works which examineg pedagogical
questions of teaching a given subject to women and men. .

A list of program faculty by rank and departmental affiliation is presented in
Appendix E. Appendix F presents the vitae for each Women's Studies faculey *
member. The list of faculty reflects the diversity of disciplines represented. Their
combined record of publicaticns speaks to the high visibility and productivity of
Faculiy who teach In cross-listed and core Women's Studies courses.
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For the last several years, Women's Studies has been ready to hire its Hrst assistans
professor on a tenure-track appointment and to offer a major at Iowa State. {n 1990
1991 the Provost's office offered on-going suppart to the Collepre of Liberal Arts and
Sciences for a joint appeintment between Women's Stodies and 2 tradidonal
discipline, which would provide the tenure home. This was to be Women's
Studias' first tenure-track assistant professorship. Six departments were eager 1o
share this appeintment and submitted proposals for the position. Three
departments were selected to conduct nabonal searches; three candidates were
chosen to ¢ome for campus visits, Dae to budgetary constraints, the position was
rozen. The search was reopened in 19%2-93, and Sita Ranchod-Milsson was hired
on a tenurs-line joint appeinkment with Feditical Science for 199394,

For the academic year 1993-%4, Women's Studies faculty teaching core courses
include four part-time termporary instructors; three of these are Ph.D. students ftwo
at 507 and one at the University of fowa), and one has a Ph.D. and five years
teaching experience. In addition, we expect o have one or two sections of Women's
Studies 201 taught by an experienced graduate teaching assistant completing a
master's degree at Iowa State. Several core courses are being mught by an adjunct
assistant professor in Feligious Studies and several more by our own new assistant
professor in FPolitical Science. Each year we hope and expect 0 have faculty with
higher degrees, more experience, and greater permanency of empleyment at ISUL

In 1994-95 we hope to conduct another search, If possible for  senior faculty member
to chair the program as well as teach in it beginning in fafl 1995,

¥l Governance af the Majﬂr

Like other interdisciplinary programs at Iowa State, though much larger in respect
to the number of students served, Women's Studies will continve ta be
administered by the Women's Studies Program Committee and directed by its
Chair.  Assisted in academic matters by affiliated facubry from cooperating
-departments, the Women's Studies Frogram Comumittee Chair will serve as advisor
te meet the needs of the Women's Studids majors.  MNew <ross-listings and other
madifications to the program will continue to be the purview of the Women's

Studies Program Committes.

10
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Response to Regents Program Review (uestions

1. Mead

A. How will this proposed program further the educitional and <arriculum
needs of the stedents in this discipline? :

Bath women and men need the knowledge in Women's Studies to
understand and appreciate fully the shaping force of the social construction of
gehdes on our material and intellectual dives. Assumptions about gender
infuse the socialization processes and structural dynamics of the family, the
media, and religious, pelitical, and economic institutions. These assumptions
shape the ways we come to understand ourselves and relate ta others. Both
women and men benefit greatly from the study of the sogal, historical,
biclogical, and psychological processes that influence salf-identity and social
structure. The interdisciplinary nature of the Weomen's Studies major
pravides a broad knowledge base through which men and women can oetier
understand each other and help build a better soqety.

Women's Studies courses have been very successful in strengthening
sttrclents' shility to critique gender identity, as well as opening up their minds
to the neglectzd studies of women's past accomplishments and demaonstrating
the influence of cultural atticudes in shaping the ways women see themselves
and are seen by athers. A major in Women's Studies is well suited For
students of the history of ¢ivilization and for these whao wish (o study
relationships between ideas and social structure as well ag the ways in which
values infuse inguiry. It is also impoertant for students majoring in the
biological sciences as well as the arts for related reasonsg-—all too often the
scientific and artstic accomnplishments of women have been invisible in the
traditional literature, A reforus on the contributions of wamen highlights the
ways in which knowledge generated from the standpoint of just one segment
of sodety may Hmit understanding of the complex relationships between
bialogy, culture, and society. Furtheonore, Women's Studies, as a field of
study, is holistic, interdisciplinary, and problem-centered, o it provides a
practical basis for critical analysis.

The changing nature of gender moles throughout our sodety as evidenced by

the ineasing number of women entering the work forze and the growing

attention given to men's parenting roles will increase the significance of the

Women's Stedies major in the Future. These shifts in gender roles will

encourage more stedents to examing the structural causes for these changes as
¥ well as to explore how the changes will affect their futere lves and chobees.

As long as women's experience is significantly different from men's, there will -

be impartant, even crucial, reasons why their experiences and contributions

11
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will demand academic study and vesgarch. The Wamen's Sturdies major will
vaide a locus for this interdisciplinary activity.

Women's Studies also examines the different experiences of women fram
varying races, ethnic backgrounds, regions, and classes. The muiticufihural
approach utilized in Women's Studies enhances stedents’ education about the
cdiversity of human experiences. This, in fwm, augments their ability to
interact with pecple of many cultures—a growing requirement for anyone
tiving and warking in the "global village” of contemperary society.

The presence of a stand-alene Wormen's Studies major, with either a minor or
z second major as a complement, will enable students who 5o desire, o make
the study of warmen and the interrogation of gender ceniral to their academic
experience at lowa State. We believe a significant nurnber of students will

make that choice.

8. How does it further the educatienal and curmiculum needs of other units in
the colleze or universiby?

Many students with primary majors other than Wornen's Studies can find a
compiementary second major in Women's Studies. In that sense, the major
builds on the ooperative efforts already established by the program. The
proposed major does not represant & new direction for the instftution, But
rather, it consolidates effores already undertaken by the Waomen's Studies
Program and many different cooperating departments,

Une of the goals of the Women's Studies faculty is bo conbnue the process of
integrating material abput women from a diversity of racial, ethnic, regional,
and class backgrounds mbo every aspact of the university curricelum, Too
often, textbooks, courses, and entire eollege programs still complately ignore
the acadermic and historical contributions mads by women and by non-
Eurppean racial and ethnic groups. When information about such groups is
presented, it is often inaccurate or incomplete. The Women's Studies
FProgram will continue to facilitate changes across the whote university
curriculum; these changes will center arpund induding the experiences of
wamen of varipus races, ethnicities, classes, sexual identities, geographic
regions, and ages in all fields of study.

A Women's Siudies major will continue 10 rontribute to the objectives of
Eowa State by providing a simulus {0 existing departments o offer new and
more varied courses and materials. The Women's Studies major will
certainly encourage faculty wishing to do research reladng 1o women. Also,
w the classes in the major will provide models for genderequity waching
pPractices, interdisciplinary work, and research that extends the frontiers of

knowledge.

12
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2. A. What programs in this field of study are available in other colleges and
universities in Iowa?

Women's Studies exists as a progeam through which an individual major
may De taken at the University of lowa, University of Northern Towa,
Grinnell Collegs, and Comell College; Women's Studies can be designated as
a coneentration at Drake University and at Grinnell. Currently, no school in
Towsa offers a formal undergraduate major in Women's Studies.

B. With what representatives of thege programs have you cohsulted in
developing this proposal? Provide a summary of the rezctions of cach

instifution conswlted.

Wwe have consulted with the Women's Studies Ciairs at each of these
institutons--Prof. Susan Birrefl at the University of lowa and Prof. dMartha
Reineke at the University of Notrthern {owa—and we have received strong
fetters of suppart for our proposed undergraduate major. Both agree that an
undergradeate major in Women's Studies woukd be appropeiate For Towa

State. [n addition, these other two universibies can foresee welooming
women's studies B.A. or BS. graduates from Iowa State into their existing and -
proposed graduate programe. Coples of letters of support from the University
of Iowz and the University of MNorthern lowa are attached to this propasal ag
Appendix A.

The University of Iowa program pifers more crass-listed courses than we da.
They offer graduate and undergraduate areas of conceniration, a graduate
individualized major, and an ad hoc Interdisdplinary Fh.D in Women's
Studies; they are currently developing a proposal for 2 Fh.D. in Feminist
'Btudies. But the University of Iowa has not established an undergraduate
major in Women's Studies, and they have no plans to do s0 in the near

Future.

The University of Northern Iowa offers an undergraduate minor, and the
Board of Regents has recently approved their Master of Arts degree in
Women's Studies. TINE does ngt envision developing the program beyond
that in the foreseeable future,

. In what ways iz this proposed program suzailar te those mentioned in A? In
what ways is 1t different or does it have a different emphasis? ’
»Most Women's Studies programs are centered in the humanifies (Jiterature

and history) and the soclal séiences {socialogy, psychology and anthropologyh
At Iowa State, Women's Studies will have several additional foci: science and

B3
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technolegy, international wemen in developiment, and rural women in the
UInited States.

The inevitable growth of interest in Women's Studies points not to one
degree program of major in the skate, but to graduate and undergraduate
majors at several or all of the institutions of higher educadon in {owa,

L. How does the proposed program supplement the current programs
available?

The proposed Women's Studies majer formalizes and thereby sirengthens the
curricular choices now open through the Interdisciplinary Studies major. The
proposad independent formal major in Women's Studies provides a course of
study not available through any other existing sequence of courses except the
Interdisciplinary Studies major, which is curnbersaome to administer and
obscures the availability of Women's Studies as a sole major.

The Wamen's Studies major will complement majors in the humanites and
social sriences and will undoubtedly serve in 2 double major or double degree
" program for many students in the Coflege of Liberal Arts and Sciences and in
other colleges. Flexiole advising will best serve students' varying needs and
will be possible bacause of the diverse capabilities of the affiliated Women's
Studies faculty, Declared majors would be assured of places in our high
demand courses: Women's Studies routinely has mare-than 200 unmet
requests for WS 201, Intreduction to Women's Stuedies, and more than 100
unmet requests for W3 327, Sex and Gender in Scciety, every semester. Many
students have had to wait untl their senior year to take their first Women's
Stidies eourse; this makes it almost impossible to complete an '
Interdisciplinary Studies major and graduate in a timely manner.

E. Has the possibility of some kind of interinstitutional program or gther
caoperative effort been explored? What are the results of this siudy?

Mot applicable,

3. Please estimate the enrollment in this program, for the next five years as
fullows:

A. Undergraduake 1993-94 1994-95 199526 1996-97 1997-98

M_ajr:yrs 3¢ 34 210 10-15 . 158-21
fMumber of students with declared maj;c:rs in Women's Studies)

¥ Non-majors 450 473 500 525 550
(Number of enrollments in core Women's Studies classes)

14
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E. Graguate 1993-04 159485 1959394 199g-97 1997-38 L
Majors MAA MSA A /A N/A
Nen-majors Mfn MSA 12-1% 12-15 12-15

Women's Shudies hopes to begin offering one graduate core course in fafl 1995

. On what basis were these estimates made?

Enroliment estimates are based upon review of previous enroflment in
Women's Studies core and crass-listed courses, requests for Wamen's Studies
minot and major programs, and assessment of waiting lists for Women's

Studiss corses.

in the years 1987-1993, there were 2,113 registraticns in the six Women's
Studies core eourses. During the 1987-1985 acaderndc year, Waomen's Studies
had 209 students in the six core courses. During the 19911392 academic year,
however, this figure increased o 429, Many more students—5333—have
anrelled in the cross-listed courses betweaan 1937 and 1993, Meanwhile, we
werg unable o meet théusands of requests for registration in Wornen's
Studies. For examplé, there were 2,771 unmet requests from I989-1593 for W3
- 201, Tntraduction to Women's Studies, alone. The number of unmet _
registration vequests for cross-listed courses would make this figurs even =
higher. ..

-ll'-"-'r\.\..

Ceven individual majors or interdisciplinary studies majors in Women's
Strdies have been granted since the College of Liberal Avts and Sciences began
offering that possibility. Two students are in the program now, and one more
is preparing the paperwork to apply.  Student difficulties in getting into WS
20 hawve comtributed substantially to these reladively fow numbers of
individual majors. The names and actual or projected graduation dates of
these students are presented in Appendix C.

Currently, bwenty students are officdal Wamen's Stedies minors, with
approved “Request for Wornen's Studies Minor” forms on fle i the olifces of
the Womern's Studies Chair and the Libersl Arts and Sciences Dean..

Although it is very hard to get accurate muimbers for miners using the
Registrar's computer programs, our best tally after running cur own program
(which searched in 1983, 1987, and 1991 for currently anrolled students with as
many as three Women's Studies classes, and then tried to confinmn their stabus
with the Registrar}, and after consulting with Herman Richismeier, ISU'5
Asgociate Registrar for Records and Registration, {3 that at least 45 students
graduated from [SU with Wemen's Studies miness in the eight acadernic
years from Fall 1984 to spring 1992, The names and graduwation dates of these

15
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students are provided in Appendix C. We eslimabe that the actusl number of
minors graduated may be twice this; probably we graduated about 100
Waomen's Studies minors belween 1280 and 1993,

When we followed up the computer search with letters to 64 students, mamny
said they had wanted to earn a Wamen's 3tudies minar, but having managed
to get into WS 201, Introduction to Women's Studies, only when they were
seniors, they had no dme to tzke more courses, Many of these students might
have majcred in Women's Studies had they been abla to get into WS 201
when Hiey were freshmen of sophomores and had the option of 2 Waormnen's
Shadies major been fortnally available at that time.

Buring 1990-19971, the Womaen's Studies Frogram took steps to improve the
chances for Arst and seeond year students o get into WS 201 by holding some
spaces (which wers opened later in the registration period) for potentiaf
minors and majors. In the first year of this new policy, the Women's Studies
program was able to enroll 33 freshmen and 56 sophornores into WS 201
sections. We expect to begin reaping the harvest of these potential minors and
majors when these siudents graduaie. (In spring 1991, we had 23 freshman
and 31 sophomores; in summer 1991, 3 freshunen and 6 sophomaores; and in
fall 1991: 17 Freshmen and 20 SOpPAQMOres ).

Given the increases experienced in the past years, we can expect constant
enrallment increases every Hme we open more seckions. The numbers have
doubled every three years over the past 12 years. Consistently high and
growing enrollments in Women's Studies courses, especially WS 201, and the
addition of summer courses strongly underscore the need for 2 Wotmen's

Studies major,
D. What are the anticipated sources of these students?

Women make up 42% of the undergraduate population in American collages,
giving Waomen's Studies programs a very large potential squrce of students.
Between 1785-1920 Worman's Studies courses across the United States grew
from 1,000 to 4,653, The nationwide developiment is unmistakably clear:
increased demand ftor Women's Studies. This trend is reflected in the growth
of Women's Studies in Jowa's colleges and universities. Singe 1973, Women's
Ftudies courses ak lowa State have been drawing ever increasing numbers of

students.,

We anticipate that students interested in 2 Women's Studies major will come
from the following sources:

1. Mew enrollees at the university, espedally returning women students,
by and thase students whe will enroll at Fowa State specifically to major or
double major in Women's Studies. Returning women students have
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traditionaliy comprised a percentage of students in Women's Studies o
courses that is disproportionately higher than thelr representation in the S

utilversity.
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2, Diouble majors from within the University. We anticipate 2 steady
growth frorm 5 or 6 n 1994-95 to 15 to 20 by 155792,

4. Flease provide any available data or information on empioyment appaciunities
available to graduates of this program in Iowa and nationally.

A Women's Studies degree is similar to rnany other liberal arts degreas in this
regard. Holders of Women's Studies degreas are wall trained for careers in
educatioh, business, government services, social services, publishing, and
woImen's programs among ather flelds of employment Trained in
interdisciplinaty and mulbdiscplinary scholarship and in a rigerous program
of critical thinking, interpersonal communicaiion, writken analysis, and
internship opportunities, Wemen's Studies graduates will possess many skills
highly valued by employers. A Women's Studies major will have excellent
training in human relations, critical analysis, and leadersnip.

The increased awareness of discrimination against women in education and

the workplace has opened up arsas of employment for college graduates

trained in Women's Studies. Women's Studies' focus on gender issues makes

it partictlarly approbriake for those who will work on issuas of gex equity in =~ .-
business, government, education, and human services. Freparation in {
Women's Studies is often an anneunced gualification for employment in et
programuning and managerial positions with social service agencies,
businesses, and governmental offices devoted to serving the needs of women;
pubtic relations and media management positions in business and industry;
and teaching or administrative positions in public education. For examgle,
the Minneapolis School Board now has a fuil-time sexism <onsultany other
school boards will probably see the need for such employees in the future.
Business has increasing needs for those with expertise not only in affirmative
action and equal employment cpportunity, but also in restructuring
aperabions and procedures to ubilize more eifectively the gxpertise of women
workers and managers. Sodal service continues to be an expanding area,
particularly in services targeted for women: displaced homemakers, hattered
women, rape survivors, ete. There is also 3 continuing need for experts in
policy development, especially in areas in which women nave traditionally
had special concemns, e.g. family, child development, paverty, education.

However, the Waomen's Studies major should not be justified onky by its
prcupational utility, It is not intended as a vocational major, Women's
Studies provides students with a broad-based education in hurnan

+ development. Many leaders in career education note e frequency with
which people changs careers. Individuals with solid acadernic habits and
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skills for life-long learning, are, clearly, best equipped to succeed in cur fluid
pconiatnic envirpnment.

Somme of the difficulties that liberal arts graduates dave in obtaining initial
employment (and these may be overemphasized—about 90 percent of liberal
arts graduates find suitable employment shortly afrer graduation) often stem
fremn their lack of information regarding their optdons and the skills which
they have developed. The Women's Studies major speaks to these problems
directly by structuring the major in a manner that inoeases the probability that
a student explores the difficult questions regarding caregrs before graduation.

The program also encowcages students to develop not only those skills prized
by employers, but also self conficdence about their excellence in those skills,
Insofar as a Weomen's Studies major enbances awareness of the deleterious
effects of sex-role stereotyping and insofar as the major strengthens the
identities of students and their abilities to be positive forces for changing
discriminatory patterns, Women's Studies will be an important contributor to
the career aspirations and achievements of all students wha choose it as a

major program of study.
5. Are Hrere acereditabion standards for this program?
" A. What is the accreditatinn organization?

There are no acereditation or certification requirements for graduates of the
program.  The National Women's Studies Association has discussed
accreditation standards, but the development of such a program is sometime
in the future, The Women's Studies Pragram at 15U will remain in
corpmunication with the Association regarding agereditation developments
and will continue to participate in disqussions regarding such accraditation.

The Women's Studiss ngram underwent external evaluation in the spring
of 1992 and was ju::iged ko be "aca.deuﬁca]l}r read}r ko offer an undergraduate
major of high guality™ o

E. What accreditztion Hmetable is anticipated? Mot applicable.

6. Does the praopased p;rugrﬂm meet minimal national standards for the program,
e.g., Council of Graduate Schools or gther such bodies?

~ Not applicable.

7. Please report any reactions of the Iowa Coordinating Council for Post-High
Sclool Educakion.

Hot applicable.

18
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II. Additinnal Resonrce MNeeds

1. Please estimate the probable marginal increases in expendifure that may be
nacessary as a result of the adoption of this program for the next thrae years.

Estimated {incremental)] sosks

First Year Socond Year ki A
A, Faculty -
B. Graduake Asgistants
€. General Expenss
[} Equipment
E. Library Fesourdes
F. Maw Space Needs
fast, amt & cost
of new space and /or
remodeled space)
O, Computer LUse
H. Cther resources
Please explain
TOTAL

The major per se will not requize new axpenditures; however, the LAS College has
comnmitted o a program of continuing development for Women's Shadies that
includes additional faculty and graduate assistants, and new office space in Catrie

Chapman Catt Hall In Fall 1985,

2. Describe the nature and ju5éificatian For the additional resouarce needs.

Addibonal tenure-track joint facully appointments during the several years after the
major goes into effect would be immensely beneficial.  As mentioned above, wa
would also like to recruit a senior faculby member to chair as well as teach in the
pragram heginning in fall 1995,

3. How is it anticipated that the additional resqurce will be provided? (For
programs plantning bo use external grants, what would be the effect of the grant

termination?)

We éxpect the College of Liberal Acts and Sciences to continug to support the
develooment of the Women's Stedies Frogram.

1%

e
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Tanuary 12, 1994

Kathlagn Hickok Chair
Women’s Smidies Program
Iowa State Univarsicy

403 Rosz Hall

Ames, Jowa 300112063

Pear ¥Xathl=en:

T am writing 10 convey the sirong support of the Womean's Smdies Prosam at the
University of Iowe for the undergraduate major in Women's Stedics you have proposed
at [owa State. We zgree wholsheastedly that the Hie has come for one of the Regenrs’
instmtions ko offer an officral maor in Women's Stedies, Indeed, a3 more and more
universities offer undergraduate majors m Women's Studies, it is a maitteér of some {: T
embarassment that a siate whose threa largest unjversides have soch high qualicy ot
Women's Stedict programs is s#ll without an underzraduate major at any ons of them.
We are pleased that Towa 3tate bas proposed such 4 sbiong progra.

Your characterization of undergraduate options at the University of lowa is
accurate. We do not offer an urdergraduate mgjor throvgh our Program. An interested
undergradoate student can put together an individualized major (in interdepartmental
studiesy through the College of Liberal Arts, Ths is not an eptimal system since it
requircs the student to create the program of study herself or humself, and few stadents
choose it; The demand for an official major is kigh, and we get several calls a month
from students inquiring about that option. Howewver, we have no plans o begin an
undergraduate major in women’s studies in the near future.

When you talked to our summer chair, Sally Kenney, she indicated o you that
lowa was in the process of desipning an MA program in Feminist Studics. After
considerable thinking and consuiting about the future of otr graduate program, howewver,
we have decided ingtead to propose 2 PhD in Feminist Studies. 'We have a number of
reasons for changing our plans, but in the context of the State of Iowa apd the Board of
Regents, one of the most pertinent reasons is that the state will then be in 2 posibon 1o

offer a complete array of degree programs: 2 BA/BS in Women'’s Studies at Iowa State,
¥ an MA in Womens Studies at UNI, and a PhDD in Feminist Siudies at the UL

The Wemen's Snudies Pragraa 202 Jeffersan dldg. loray Ciny, lows S2242-1413 11mraas4elis
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We hope 10 have qur proposal ready sometime during the Spring semester 1994
Unul then, students interested in graduae work can take 2 women’s seudies concentration
in several other graduste areas {anthropology, American studies) or they can apply to
designt their own individuzlized program theongh the Ad Hee Interdisciplinary Phid
Prugram.

We afl wish you well with your proposal for 4 BAMBS in Women's Sudies. We
fully support your effort. Cleatly the state of fowa will benefit from your new degras
program. Fleass Jet us know if there 12 anythang more you would ke us w do to

SUppOTL you,

Sincerely,

Susan Birrell
Chair, Women's Shedies
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TOx

Jill M. Bystydzienski
Director, Waomern's Studies Program, |owa State LIniversity,

345 Carie Chapran Catt Hafl, Ames, 14 50011
FROM: Kelly 5. Petersen
Graduate Student, Rhetoric, Compasition, and Professional
Commuiication, lowa State University,
203 Ross Hall, Ames, 14 30T
SUB.J: lowa State University's Women's Stedies Major Review
DATE: 22 Movember 1994

1

The Women's Studies Program at fowa State University (15U} offers its majors
valuahle skills that are used bath in academia and in business. Although | gould
speak on how Women's Studies has helped prepare me for academically
rigorous graduate study, | would like to focus on how my YWomen's -Studies
education prepared me.for wark in business. | petieve it could be less apparent
ko & general audience just how impartant 2 farhinist education can be in business

and particulary in management,

After graduating from 1SU in May of 1998, 1 took a pesition as Office Manager for
s small manufacturing compary i central lowa, One of the prifmary activities
that accured while | was with this company was that the owner revised the
company pelicies. As Office Manager, it became my respansibility to work with
owner on this endeavor and solicit feedback from the employess during the
process.  The policy revisions were viewed as successiul by the company's
employses and by the owner, | know that this success was a result of 2 number
of factors, however, | believe that the process of cresfing the policy was
smasther because of my skills in advocacy, collsboration, and nagotiation—skills
| gained in the core dlasses for Women's Studies majors af 15U,

Advoracy is @ cantral feature of Women's Studies courses i general and in the
‘core classes for majors in particular, students learn how 1o advocate for
subordinated or marginalized groups and how to recognize fand eriticize, when
appropriate] the power structures that have affected the subordination or
marginalization. Sinee | was explicitly taught how to recognize pawer structures
and how to be an advocate, |1 was able to recognize potential points of condlict in
the policy revision process and open [ines of communication that may have
atherwise been closed.

Because | worked in & small compary, collaboration was sssential to conducting
every day business and larger projsets such as the nalicy revision. Coflaberatian
carithe inherent to many Women's Studies courses and to ferninists bacause it is
a farm of generating knowledge that is non-hierarchical and agalitardan, Every
Woemen's Studies course | took at 1513 had a collaborative compeonent, which
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gave me experences | was able to correlate in the policy revision process. Iy
particular, the cross-fisted courses recommended for majors taught me how fo
collaborate with students from different disciplines who were not feminists, which

was vary valuable in the wark place.

Negatiation ig not a skill that is explicitly taught in Women's Studies, meaning
that no course exists called *Negatiation Strategies far Feminists.” Howewver, as
an active Women's Studies student and a feminist on the 15U campus, | learmed
negotiabon strategies. The cross-listed Women's Studies courses were the site
of most of my negotiating practice, as many nen-Women's Studies students did
not irmediately undarstand my {or my feminist compatriots’) paints, hecause of
our different perspectives. During the policy revision pracess, | had o negofiate
as a part of advocating for the different groups affected by the palicy changes.

| know that every Wamen's Studies graduate eould offer you similar stonies of
how the program was sssentiaf to their success in business or academia. The
commbination of core classes and crossdisted courses available to Women's
Studies majors is pariculady useful in leaming haw to bidge the gap between
acadetria and the work place. | affer this anecdots as my experience tnand as 3
result of my Women's Studies educstion.  Thank you for giving me the
oppertunity to support the program,
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Toe. Till Bystydrienski
Director, Women's Studies Program e
351 Catt Hail 1
Towsa State TTnuversity
Ames, TA 50011

December £, 1999

Diczr Dr, Bystydzienski;

Thank you for the opportunity to write 2 lerter in support of the Towa State University

Women's Studies Progracm. As you know, 1 graduated from IS with 8 double major in
sogiclomy and women’'s studies. I believe that my wo men’s studies major has baea quite
heneficial ko me in the three years sinee 1 graduared, and itis a pleastice to tell you about
it, :

For the last two years, | have been a tearhing assistant For the IS0 Women's Studies

Prograrm. by undergraduate major prepared me well for this job, and I have been quite .

suscessful as & T I consistently get high ratings in student evatnations, including -
getting high marks for knowing womern's studies subject material, [ am abie to feld most o

any guestion posed by students, and [ draw on the knowledge that T gained as a women's =y
studies major in order to do 5o

Last spring, 1999, I taught a course that [ had designed as an independent study project -
with 2 women's studies faculty member, Dr. Jackie Litt. The eourse, Lashian Cuolturas [:\ R
and Communities, was sugcessful, 2nd the student evaluations wirs very complimentary i
about my teaching abilities, knowledge base, and creativity. The success of thas course
dependad in large measure upon the me ntoring that I received from D, Litt, a5 well 23
the knowledge that I was able to accumulate a5 an uedergraduate women's studies major.
This spring, 2000, T wifl teach the course again. It has & faverable reputation, and is
already nearty full, though registration is not yet over.

In 1997-0%, [ was the coordinator of the Leshian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgeedar
_ Student Servicas unit of the Dean of Students Office at ¥SUT. 1 called on the knowledge
gained 25 & women's studies major in order o parform my duties on behalf of LGBT
students and their allies. For the work I did there, I was awarded both a prestigious
Strong-dinded Woman Award, given by ibe Catt Cearer for Wosmen in Politics, and the
Carrie Chapman Catt Gender Equity Award, given by the Sloss Women's Center. Bath of
these wwards wara based on my activism on behalf of women, 3p ecifically leshians, and X
gathered the inteenz] resourtes o do the warl: For which 1 received these two awards from
my experience as a women’s studies mazjor, In fact, | knew about gender, the need for
gender equity, and ways to work tovwards achieving it, Fom my scholarship as 2 WOMET' 3
smidies major. : '

131597, T wo the Afican Arherican Life and Culture Creative Wyiting Award at ISU.
This award was given to me an ths basis of a plece of historical fiction that wrote while
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taking a women's studies course at ISUE. Again, [ wrote the piece as a direct result of the
tmovwledge that I had gained as a women's studies major. Indezd, this piees would not
have even existed without the personal interest and dedication of one of my women's

studies professors, Dr. Brenda Thaly.

Women's studies has prepared me for more tham just a [ife in academia, however. Tt has
alse groomed me for a life of feminist activism, Because of my experience 45 3 women’s
studies major, I kave engaged in severz] recent activities. For example, I am the
webmistress of an intermet site for rural weomen; the site is the only ong of its kind, and
has connected dozens of rurzl women with resoarces, and with each oiher. In addition, T
have erganized five weekend festivals and retrests for lesbians 2nd other women, and
attendance at theze evenis often topped 10C. [have atso coordimated weekend retreats,
eoncerts by ferninist musicians, and skillz-sharing wockshops for women. These
examples of my grasstoots sctivism would have been impossible without the sonfidence
given to me by my women's studies major. Indeed, without sy major, Iwould not have

ever knowr of the need of community buildisg among women.

In all of my work, bath paid and volunteer, Erely upon my women's smdies major. The -
dadicated support and encouragement of women's studies faculey, as well as the

Ieadership provided by our Chair, Dr. Bystydrienski, have prepared me well for oy
chosen career as 2 college professer and my ¢hosen vocation as a femimst activist.

Tf there is mors information that I ean offer about howr the IS1 women's studies major
hias prepared me well for the work that I do, pleage fet me imow. Again, it is my pleasure
1 share my posftive experiences with the Women's Studies Program,

Sincerely,

Ierm;na Anahita
nime #Hoakia

323 Cat Hall

. Yowa Statc University
Ameas [A 50011
513-204-3047
anahitai@iastate edu
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Crecember §, 1995

ey

Professor Jill Bystydsiznski, Chair
Women's Studies Program

34% Catt Halt

Towa State University

Ames, [owe 50011

Drear Professor Bwstydzienskl,

J am writing this letter in support of the Women's Studies Prooram at lowa State
Umsiversity. As you know, I graduated with 2 Ezchelor of Liberzl Studies in December, 1958 and
a Bachelor’s Degree in Women's Studies in May, 1959, .

Since graduation, I have been sending out my Tesumes (o varjons fefminist organizations
ané warking to suppart oy move 1o Morth Carolina in August, 2000, [ am clrrently 4 seoramacy
in the Forsign Languages Department at [ows Slate Ui versity. .

I feel that my involvensnt in Waomen's Studies has adeguately prepared me (o be
sucrassfial in the outside woeld, Several peopls have comemented to me on the impressiveness of .
receiving a degree from Jowa State University. The professors that were my mentors rezlly were
passiohate about thelr teaching and were always willing to go that extra mils © help meif ]
nesded aseistances in oy studies of needed a recommendation [etter.

As I mentioned earlier, my intsrest in Women's Studies allowed me fo become involved
il several femiinist creanizations on campus and around the netion. T volunteered and later
berame smployed with the Margaret Sloss Women's Center, [ was a Sexual Assault Awareness iy
Ceordinatar and was primadly responsible Bor prevention and education programs on scxual - {:" i
assaclt and other viclence against women issues. [ have also stayed invalved with several
* nations] oraanizations, ircluding the Fominist Majerity Foundation, Mational Aboriion Rights
Action Leagus (MARAL), and Plenned Parenthood.

] axperienced some of the best professors while altaiming moy Women's Studies degrae 2t
lowa State Laiversity. Fhe [jrn gramn i3 of the highest caliber, and, with that, will nave no tronole
srewing inte ene of the mast recognized Women's Stydiag Programs in the Unired Siates.

aincercly,

Kl Shedu

Alissa Stoshr

1204 Johnsen Strest
Ames, Towa S0010-4203
astoehrigieudoramail.com
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Marcia Purdy
314 W, Division
Ogden, IA 50212
S15/2Ta-2623

Movember 30, 1959

Bir, 1] Bystydziensks :
Director, Women's 3tudies Progran
Towa State Universiey

fumas, B4, 50212

Ltear Dir. Bystydazenska:

A3 g non-traditional student at Towe State Uneversity, Ehave 2 rather unique perspestive, .
I re-started my education after staying at home a number of yedrs to raise our children. [ ;
imtially was a Family Besource Mavazement major with a Women's 3tudies minor. After
several semesters and claszes in each area, I have changed my major to Women's Smdies
with a FRM minor. [ feel very strongly about women's issues and the banefits to all of'us

try therr research,

As we enter into a new millenmiumy, 15sues will pemmn, Essues pelating to women's health
and medical izsues will continue to be of wtmost concern for our sociaty, . Affordanls and
refiable daycars has become paramount ta familiss where both parents must work to make

.ends meet. Without reseacch and support for these areas, we mighe as well stay i the
20th century. A msjor it Women's Studies provides opportunities for that research.

[ chose Women’s Studies as my raajor primarily because I feel the effoots daily of
woment’s sorugeles. Working at the Women’s Center at Iowa State University, [

encounter women suffering from domestic viclenes, raps, and harassment, Jt is imperative
that both emotional and financtal support be available for these women, Knowledge
ampowers. I balfeve that ¥ can make z difference with my dégres,

Sinc l.‘.‘.l'l.‘.‘.l}",

Marcia Furdy
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1 Deeember, 1999

Professor Jill b, Bystydziensk]

Director, Women's Studies Frogram

{owra Stare Univecsity

349 Carrie Chapmen Catt Hall

Aomes, LA 500% ]

Dear Jill:

| am writiog to exprass the 5trong suppott of the University of Eowa Women's Smdies
Program for your continuing comnitment 1o providing an wndergraduate major in
Women's Studics ar Iowa Stare. While Women's Stadies is not likely to become 2
destipation for masses of undergraduates, it is a field that has steadily growa over a 23
ear period and which now s an sxpected field of concentration i any balanced liberad
arts institution. | know that the numbers of students majoring in Women's Studies ak [5U
was guite sehall until recemnthy, but considering the Face that the program had only a part-
lime director unti] your arival and very fow resourcss, these figures ars not UrpIising.
What Iz encouraging, however, is the pearly cne hundred percent increase in the number
of majoes that you have seen just since last yedr. This developrtent speaks sloquently to
the trends that prevall around the country, 8 palter thart ig atsc revealed in fhe growing
number of asademic positions being advertised by wormen's stadies progeams and
departments, [t also lustrates how coherenr leadership and visible institutional support
rap strenothen z program's image in an academic commuoity. -

Our program reeently instinated a new FhuD>. program in Women's Studies, and we bave
sean & gmificent increases o the number of suidents, many of them undergraduate majors
i Women's Studics, who are pow seeking to do advanced aczdemic worl in our ficld.
We have also boest inundated, in recent years, with requests that we copsider expanding
the underpraduate minor we o offer B 2 majec, and with the suppo of the Dean of the
Callegs of Liberal Ares, we e now developing a proposal to de so. Qur lntentions in
thie matter in oo way conflict wich the existenes of such a rajar at [SU, howswver, as the

- umbers of inkerested students clearly can suppor—and indeed trrandate—-more than one
such undergraduate program in the Seare of lowa From my experience at other
wiversitics with longstanding BA prograrms, stdents often combine their Women's
Snadies majors with other majors ot minots, often in very imaginative ways, and they
tand o gravicite toward the sume career and higher education options as do Sther students
majoring in the lberal 2rts. [ hawe seen Woman's Shudies majors pursue carects in the
private sector and in non-profit organizatons, and to o o to law school, medizal school,

Ly

The Women's Sladies Progeum 203 JeMerson Flds. tawa Cley, lowa 522421463 M95350322
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ad graduste schaol in vaous acadermie Belds. The fleld has achieved a lavel of
maturity and stabulity that maloes the BA/BS conceniration in Women's Swidies an

expected option at any swong undergraduate instinstion.

We are very pleased o see the growth your program bas experienced in the last year, and
we wish you the b2t 45 you continue to strengthen your offarmgs. Pleass feel fr-=¢ )

contact us if we can help to support your program in any way.

EMen Lewin, PRI
Prafagsar, Wanen's Siudizs and Anthropclogy
Chair, Women's Snudies
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Hovember 20, 1999

Jill Bystydziensld

Directoyr, Women's Studics Program

34% Carme Chapman Catt Hall -
Ames, Iowa 30011-1304

Dear Dr. Bystyduienski,

As the direcior of the undergraduate Women's Studies Program at the University of Morthern
Iowa, 1 am pleased o write an enthusiastic lefer of suppost for the Women's Studics Major at
Towa State Tniversity, Our proszam currently offers an undergraduste minor i Women's
Stadice. We also offer a M4, in Women's Stadies, a program administered by my colleague
Phyllis Baker. We do not have plans to develop a major in Women's Studies, but have &
commitment to sustaining our undergraduats minot as well as our gradiate program.

In reviewing your curriculura I was supportive of irs strong thaoretica] onentation as wefl as 1ts
emphasis on internaticoal ferinism. [ also comumentd your curriculum’s examination of the
contributions and experiences of African American women. Finally your pragram shices my
o commitment to infusing intemship experiences inte undergraduats equise requirements, It
is clear arachiates of your progrem bave both ¢lassroom and real workd learning expenences
preparing them fir fifelong involvement in women's isses and activism. :

Please contact me at Lyvochi@uei.edu if you have additional questiens o concerms ¢ garding this
letter of support.

Sincerely,

Annette Lynch, PhD. ?7/@
Director, Undergraduate Wormnen's Studics Program

Women's Studies Pragramm 065 Saker Hall - Codar Falls, 14 SA6T4-080% [3149) Xr3-7i0z
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OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 0 fercect i1l
A, LA L
F13- 205

EAX S15-254-27 Ld

Drate: Dec, 17, 1995
Ta: Professor Jill Bystydzienski

From: Madslaine HEM}’M
LEO of FL L Department

Please accept this memao a3 my letter of endorsement of the Women's Studies Major at Jowa
State University. 1 am pleased that a progrom whose members worked so hard to inavgurats and
develop it has garnered the leadership and resources 4o continue and to grow. As a menber of the
W3 Program Comanittes fromn 1953-1995 and a5 an instructor of these cowrses (WS 201, Wa 401,
and CISYWS 374), I was familiar with the growth of the program wntil fouy years ago. [ see that in
the interval the major has proven its worth to students by the numbers of students who have enrolled
and somplated it - not to mentisn the nurber of minors - and by the continual careful additton of
aporoprizie offerings. .

I believe that the tedersraduate major heve offers a substantial and rigorous inodection 1o
the mpidly-deveioning coze figld of Women'’s Studies, with appropriate cpportuniiies to investigate
the perspestives brought by other distiptines. Particularly merirorious is the growth bayond the early
focus on humanities and social sciences to the sciences, to art, and (at the graduate Ievel) spot AL
Tatwa State University we have the opagrtunity o have & Women's Studies major curriculurn thal
is more varied than s the case at some humanities-focused institutons. This will make 3 W3 major
peefil b shudents in many other deszes fields which they may wish to combine with thetr WS work,
and 1 hope in tims that graduate offorngs can be increased with the pussibility of at Jeast a graduate
minor eurriculurn. Becauss sa many of the W3 faculty are stellar scholars, this would be a rsal ploes

for students in many advanced degree programs.



ISU A-2
Appendix
Decanment af & Page 42

TOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 03 Eam 1

OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY Ames, fawa S00E1-1070
EL5-084.37 2

FAS 5152940323

Do 2k, 1599

lill Brstydzicnska
J49 Catt Hall

Toweg State Lniversity
Arnes, Tovwea 50011

Dezr Jill:

1am hapoy to provide & letter of suppoct for the Wamen’s Studies Frogram st lowa State University. Asan
interdizciplinary program it mekes 4 valuable contribution to the University., The major specifically
provides career apportunities a5 well as oppartenities for unique on campus invelvement in women ralated
attivities and programs. The department of Sociology is elosely associated with the program. Cie of qur
mare papular courses Sociology 327 {Sex and (ender in Soeiety) i cross-listed with Women's Studies.”
Also a nueber of our faculty are astive in the program. Jackie Litt a3 weli as yourself, whao constitute the
pare of the Weman Studies faculty, have appointntents inthe Department of Sectofogy. In additton there
are a number of sceiology faculty who have affiliate status in the program, these include: Cindy Anderson,
Sharon Bied, Clare Hinrichs, Gloria Jones-Johnson, Wendy Harrod, Betty Weilz, Betty Dobratz and Neal
Flera The research and scholacly worl of these individeals deal with women and feminist issues. The
program, including the mjor, has wids support in the Depanmment of Seciology beth as 2 substantive ares
of interest and 2 particulae vesearch focus. The peogran coneributes to the vitality of thie University by
bringing noted scholars to campus and hosting women’s cenfercnees,

The Wamen’s Studiez major has been a successful program. The major meets the peede of shedents who
want [0 purtue a study of women’s issucs and prepaves students for & varicty of careers m which an

undersanding of wamen's isguss is important, Tt is a valuable peogram at the Universigy providing an
oppartunity for students and enhancing the wniversity's seholacly environment. :
We are pleased 1o be associated with the peogran. '

Stncersdy,

Eobert Sehefer, Chair
Sociology
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ANNJAL REPORT FOI THE WOMEN'S STUDIES PROGRAN, 1995-9¢

Prepared by Jil Bystydziensia
Submitted May 1990

I Program Activities
A. MNew Direstions for Women's Studics
I Qcrgber 1908, owventy Wornen's Sodies facnlty apd-students beld 4 oetreat to discuss the firture

development of the Progracm. The participants agreed on two directions for Women's Studies: (1)
to worlc more closely with the sciences, engineering and agriculturs by offering core and cross-
listed courses in these areas, and through faculty development, joint programing and netwarking:
and (23 to better diversify and imternatiwnaliz: the Program by making suct ehat all core courses
include differeqees among wemen 2nd whenever possible intemational issnes, by providing stady
abroad possibilities for studentz and opparmamties for contacts and exchanges for faculty, as well
a3 supporting rescarch with a dnremty or international focus and attepdance at intermatiopal
conferences,
This acaderme year, a ntunber of steps bave been taken to pursue the frst direction. Seversl -
Women's Studies fevity vogether with the Pregram on Women in Science and Euginetring have
been working ona MSF grant propesal to hold a copference at [STT with a focus on early career
wamen in seience and engineering. We also obtained a Drean of Agnculture Internationalizarion
Crant to bring scholars fom Canada and Mexizo to ISU this summee to work with us on a grant
propasal that, if fnded, will support 2 team of faculty and students doing ressarch on women on -
fares i Towa and the Midwest a3 well as in central Canada and Mexics. Althoush ng new
Women's Studies ¢ourses have been added this year, the newby established Curriculam Commities
will be révicwing the curriealorn pext fail and there ars plans w offer conrses with substantisl
acience cootent such az Women in Trevelopment and Ecoferinism.
In ordar to better diversify the Program, closer links have been astablished with ethric studies
programs, meluding working on the development of a [caming cornmumity for the Carver
Academyy students. Together with Afiican American Studics and the Women's Ceater, Women's
Studies sponsered a monthly Diversity Schotars Luneh serias where faculty and graduate stndents
presented thelr ressarch on the intersection of gender, racefethnicity, class, nationzlicy, and sexal
grientation. The Program Commintes also has decided to hire for the new position someone
winse schalarly work focuses on differences among women in the 115, andfor intemationally. We
have strengthened the international contant of two of the corc courses, WS 201 apd WS 301, by
adding more global tepics in the former, and offering new ropies, such as women in transgitions tg
democracy in East-Central Evrope and Latin America and  intemational perspectives on wormen's
" education, for the latar,

B. Governance Document

Anad hog eommittes of Women's Sredies facolty wrote a governance document for the program
[t containg the mission of the Prograr, its administration and comenittes structure, membership
status of faclry and others, as well a5 review, tenure and prometion procedures. In additien, the
newly estabiished Curriculurn Comniteze bas developed procedures for approval of naw and
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sross-lizted Women’s Studies courses. These doewments arc not enly Important to the
formatization of the Women's Studies Program, but also can serve as 4 moded that the ethme
smudies programe can use as they develop their own docionents and governanes struciures.

C. $ponsorship of Speakers and Participation in Campus Events

Wornen's Studies helped to support three speakers ehis yeag: Bharati Mukherjee, Gloria Steinerm,
and lght speaker Anthony IF Augelli. We alsc beought Regine Mebf from Germany, whe visited
saveral classes and gave a publis Jeerure i April. Women's Stdies had 4 sirong presende in the
Civic Diseotirse in a Giobal Community conference sponsaeed by the Cau Center on Wedner and
Politics in Dotober (several Women's Studies faculty presented pupers and chaired essinns), in
the FWSE conference “Making Connections™ in Jaouary (the keynake address was given by a
Wemen's Sturdies affiliate facnlny member and I togecher with two students held 2 session on what
is Women's Studies), and in the lowa Sociological Assosiation conference i April {zeveral
Women's Studics faculty attended the conference). We also sponsoted two short film series, one
in the £all in conjurction with W 401 Feminist Theories course, and the other in the spring
associated with the WS 203X Lesbian Coltures and Communities caurse.

D. Program Publications . -
A new Program brochure was designed by a Women's Studies major i the fall. It has been

distrihated to studsnts in Women's Studies classes, sent to advisors, o the admissions obice, and
ta residence halls, The Progeam also published two issues of & Mewsletter that was sent 10 facuitey
and admimistratacs i all colleges on campus, to Weomen's Studies alummi, women's organizations
In the arca, and wotnen's Studies programs nationally.

In addition, we heve put together flyers fisting 21l the Women's Studies courses nifeted sach
semester, plus individual course fyers for new WS 300 and W35 4350 Topics piferings, and have

distributed copies widely ¢n campes, e

E. Research Seminar znd Theory Reading Group :

In order to promote faculty and stirdent research in Women's Shadics, the Program begao 1o
sponsor menthly seminars whers feulty and graduate stodents present their work and recelve
feedback from others. The seminars began in Janwary and have drawn on average 20 participants.
& Ferninist Theory Raading Growp has been meeting once per month sines Baceraber and has also
been well attendad (averaging 12-15 persens). Both of these forums have sarvad to develop an
intellectnal space in which froulty and stndents are enconrzged and supported in thew work and
2re expasad o new scholarshio n Wommen's Studies,

F. Grant Activity and Funpdraising

The Program applied for twe grants, the Dean of Agnculture Internatisnalization Grant ard a CIF
Grane. Only the first was funded. As indicated above, we are now in the process of developing &
proposal for 2 M3F grant for Women in Science, Engineedng, Mathematics and Technology,

We have afsn announced the intention w establish the Linda Galyon Scholarship to support 2
_Wamen’s Studies major and have begun 1o caise funds for the schelarship.

Ta addition, with money left over from the buy-out line of the budget, we created small Jummer
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3ramts to support Women's Smdt-es research. These were awarded to five faculty and four
sraduaté students.

G;. Support for Conference Presentations

The Women's Studies Program Commirtee decided te ser aside 52,5000 to help fimd the travel of -

 faculty and siudents te nationzl and intemational meetings where they present their work on
women and gender. Tackie Lict, Leslic Bloom, Mane Lathers, jane Vallier and Christiana

Langenberg received support thes year,

H. Cooperation with Oither Women's Programs on Campus

Women's Stodies has conriaued to work closely with the Womes's Center, the Catt Ceprer on
Women and Politics, and the Progeam on Women in Science and Enginesriog (PWSE). Together,
the four programs have collaborated o planming next year's Women's Week and Women's
History month, Women's Studics faculty have panticipated in many of the eveors spongored by the
Canter for Women and Politics and the Women®s Cenrer. A holiday gathering in Deceraber was

' sponsoved by all three programs. As indicated ahove, the N3F grant proposal iz a joint venturs
tetween Women's Studies and PWSE.

tl. Honors and Awards

. Ay Bk, Assist, Prof Histooy, ISU Humanities Summer Grant.

. Jilt Bystydzenski, Prof Women's Smdies and Soeiology, 13U Foreign Travel Gmnt Dean,
of Agricuitare Internationalization Geant.

. Susan Carlson, Prof English, Women's Studies Sumener Grapt, _

. Brconda Daly, Prof. English, FSU Grant for Study in a Second Digcipline; Women's Studies
Sumemer Grane,

r Fristin Gechard, Assoc, Prof Library, Electad Cha.u* of the Association nfCullege. and
Research Librares’ Women's Studies Section, 1998/99

. idargaret LaWare, Adj. Assist. Prof,, Speech Communjeation, Women's Studies Summer
Girant.

. ivlarie Lathers, Assoc, Prof, Fclnngﬂ Languages and Literatures, NEH Fellowship for
College Teachers,

. Jeocquelyn Eite, Assist. Feof Women's Sendies and Soctology, LAS Earty Teaching
. Exeelence Award; Women's Studies Sumener Grant

. dichelle Mattson, Assist. Prof. Foreign Languages and Literarpres, ISU Fhemanities
Suremar Creac,

. May Ann Tetreauir, Prof. Polieical Scn:nce Saphonisba Breckenridoe Award for Bast
Paper on Women and Politics, dMidwest Political S41ense Assoeiation.

. Jane Vallier, Adj. Assist, Prof Speach Communicarion, Gender Equity Award, Cenker for
the Study of Women and Politics and Margaret Sloss Women's Center; AWIS Award for
Service; Women's Studies Summer Grant,

Lk
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O, Curriculum znd Instruction »
All of the cors Women's Studies courses were offered this yeor and ll had anod eqrollment. The & &
W3 201 course filled to capacity and the remaining five core courses’ eorollments angad from §
in W3 450 - Topics 1¢ 20 In W3 350 - Aldcan American Women, Twa new offerings this year,
W3 203X - Lesbian Cuoltures and Commumnities and %3 307- Women in TrﬂIL'E-I.T.I.GI‘IS 0o
Lremacracy drew 24 and 18 students respectivelby.

W3 201 was offered For the Brat time with one lecture and tay discussion sections each weelk in
the Spong semester of 1998, Tt was so successfitl, thai the Program decided o offer the course
indefiniraly in this fprmat. Also, WS 20T will be offered for the first time during the summer of
1999 It will be tanght by Sine Anahita, graduate stedent in Sociglegy and Wemen's Studies, as
percly a web-based course, The course will be evaluated to determine wihether it will sphance
student learning,

Women's Smdias has also been working with the Englisk Department, the: African Americag
Studizs and the other ethnic studied programs to develop a learning commumiy for Carver
Arvademy students. W3 201 is ore of the coursas that will participare in the Jeaming communicy.,

IY. Qutreach

A vital Women's Studies Peogram pzeds to be connected with other programes and feminist
praceiioners outside the university. To this end, new linkages with logal women’s crganizations,
and Worren's Studies Programs m [owa, m the U5, and internstiomally were established this year.
A number of vepreseqtatives of women's drganirations in Ames {&.g., ACCESS, Planned
Parenthood, NOW) will serve pext fall or our gew Advisory Coomittes, One of the many benefits
ot such conneetions will be the strengthening of internship possibilities for Women's Studies
majors. We also are planning a meeting n October of Women's Stidies programs in Jows in (.
- order b establish a setwork asd foster more conperation among proprarns throughout the state.
Cur prograrn has acquired institutional membership In the Mational Women™s Studiss Associstion
a) I am a member of the Program Administrators’ Council

[n additien, the Progran has established a ralationship with the Women's Stidies and Resource
Center in Tallinn, Eetoria. (o the fitues, we Bope 10 foom links with programs in other countries
as well in grder o develop eollaborative research and exchangs possibilitics for fzeulty and
students,

¥. Program Flans for 199908
Plans for next year include:
. Developing a new sirategic plan for the Program

. Eevicwing the andergraduate curriculem with & view to improving the exsting courses
and zdding core and cross-bsted couvrses
. Beveloping a graduvate component (certificate o7 minor} in Women's Studies

‘. Hiring a new Women's Studies facalty member whose scholarship and teac:tung focus on
diversity amang women in the U3, andior nationally

y Improving the visiblity of Women's Studies oa campus, including doing a conference on
Bepoinizt Medical Ethics in Movember 1999 and beginning a speaker scriss
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Obtaining funds B che Linda Galyon Scholarship
Seeking mrant possibilities that would snable f2culty and students to partcipara in
collzborative research projects with those in a variety of fzlds oo compus as well as

nationally and nternaticonally
{braining a MSF grant eo fund a conference on early Carser women m scignce and

englneering.
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